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1. Opening 
1.1. Review of the agenda, approval of last meeting minutes 
The Chair (Uros Gabrijel) opens the meeting and asks for comments on the agenda. 
The updated agenda is approved.
The minutes of last meeting are approved with no further comments. 

Action: 
· ENTSO-E to align with the GC ESC on the online folder that minutes are uploaded (current meeting or previous meeting folder).

1.2. Review of Actions
ENTSO-E (Cherry Y.) presents the pending actions from the previous meeting. There are four actions:
· Action 1 on DFD:
Ongoing action and material will be shared as soon as possible.
· Action 2 on the inertia study from EC:
Webinar to be organized on the topic by the EC to present the study.
The chair (Uros G.) proposes to share an e-mail with members of all European Stakeholder Committees to include them in the discussion related to inertia study.  
EC (Jakub F.) takes note of the proposal to share slide deck one week in advance of the workshop and will do his best. This will not be a workshop though, but rather a webinar. Results of the study will be presented and no immediate feedback from stakeholders can be integrated into the results.
· Action 3 on Implementation of Art.39 of SO GL and follow-up of RoCoF discussion:
Agreed to wait for the results and the webinar related to the inertia study before proceeding with the next steps.
· Action 4 on Wind Eclipse project:
Updates on this topic to be given on this project under TOP 8.

2. Update on the implementation actions at pan EU level
ENTSO-E (Cherry Yuen) presented implementation actions and upcoming reports. The following two reports are presented:
· Successful synchronization of the Continental European electricity system with the systems of the Baltic countries (link). See TOP 3 in agenda.
· ENTSO-E publishes the Final Report on the Grid incident in South-East Europe (link). See TOP 5 in agenda. 
No comments received.

3. Baltic Synchronization
Donatas Matelionis (ENTSO-E) presents the Baltic Synchronization topic.
Donatas M. gave a brief introduction on the synchronization of the Baltic PS and the connection to the European network. Donatas M. presents the timeline of the project, the final preparation steps and the Baltic PS isolated operation test.
Klaus Oberhauser (VGB) asks about the current ownership of synchronous condensers and batteries that attracted investments. Donatas M. responds that batteries were built with the support (state aid) of the EU to ensure preparedness. The company that owns the batteries belongs to the TSO and cannot participate in the balancing market. Considering the last regulation EMD there is a specific exemption for the Baltic TSOs that for the first years they can use these resources in the balancing market until there is sufficient liquidity, expected until next year. Regarding condensers, this a grid element owned and operated by TSOs.
Tony Hearne (DSO Entity) in terms of tie lines with Russia, asks if there is a plan to leave breakers etc. in place or they will be removed directly?
Donatas M. answers that physical lines are already dismantled and the plan is to remove every physical connection facilities.
Tony Hearne (DSO Entity) asks whether there was coordination throughout this process with Russia? 
Donatas M. answers that for several years there is minimum collaboration. For the disconnection every action was coordinated and on a technical level everything was agreed and coordinated.
Thierry Vinas (EURELECTRIC) asks about inter-area oscillations. CE is increasing in size and asks whether these phenomena have been assessed. 
Donatas M. answers that studies were performed prior the synchronization and no issues were identified. After synchronization, it was confirmed that there was no negative impact caused by the Baltic synchronization.
Benedict Florentien (DSO Entity) congratulations the team behind the synchronization.
No further comments.

4. Report on CGM Implementation
Habir Paré (ENTSO-E) presents an overview on the reporting period December – February on achievements and challenges related to the Common Grid Model (CGM) Implementation.
Habir P. presents the main achievements on the implementation of the CGM, related to CGM action plan, CGM completeness and TSOs/RCCs Inter-operability sessions, CGM timing amendment.
Habir P. presents the main challenges related to CGM completeness for operational readiness to ensure inclusion of all TSOs IGMs and related to the CGM action plan. i.e. updates in the OPDE architecture to support all operational needs.
No comments received.

5. Report on the ICS Scale 3 Incident of 21 June 2024
Bastien presents the context and background. Sequence of results is presented and the voltage evolution.
Bernard presents the root causes of the incident. The root causes are summarized: 1) Vegetation higher than expected, 2) overloads not detected, 3) Potential instability not detected, 4) Overload protection activated, 5) tap changing transformers activated and pulled the voltage down, which doesn’t help in this specific situation, 6) Insufficient MVAr, 7) absence of voltage collapse preventive measures.
For each root cause, there is a recommendation proposed. Recommendations are summarized in slide 23 of the slide deck.
Thiery V. (Eurelectric) asks a question related to the incident in the Iberian peninsula of July 2021, there was a recommendation on vegetation fire. How does ENTSO-E ensure that recommendations are followed.
Albino M. (ENTSO-E) responds that at ENTSO-E we have a task-force to monitor recommendations. These recommendations are common recommendations with NRAs and ACER and the follow-up is also done together with ACER and NRAs.
Tony H. asks about the vegetation growth control, asking more information on what this entails.
Bernard M. responds that in some cases there are corridors for the lines but in other cases it is not possible and the lines are built above the forest. Distances need to be regularly checked to ensure there are no issues.
Luca Guenzi (EU Turbines) mentions that typically when building lines one takes into account the error in the line sag (a phenomenon due to the heating of the conductors). Are there any provisions on that?
Bastien G. (ENTSO-E) responds that there might be a need to change the operational limits due to new climate conditions, but in this case, it was not the temperature that affected the operation. The cause was that the vegetation which grew too quickly. It could be though that in some areas they need to re-design and adopt policies regularly to account for increasing temperatures that can affect these calculations. 
No further comments received.

6. Update on Tmin FCR LER - TF LLFD analysis
Luca Ortolano (ENTSO-E) presents the update based on the slides circulated. CE NRAs approved the proposal of the Probabilistic FCR dimensioning by the CE TSOs and each NRA needs to send the approval to the respective TSOs. Meetings to be launched with NRAs and ACER. Stakeholders will be updated through the ESC meetings or specific webinars if needed. The methodology applies a slightly different approach with respect to Limited Energy Reservoir (LER) depletion. The CE TSOs are assessing the impacts of this change. There will be a single point of contact for that, but for now questions for both topics can be directed to either Luca Ortolano or Carmelo Mosca.
Thierry Vinas (EURELECTRIC) asks a question on depletion and whether this is related to the loss of output for batteries or decrease of output of RoR hydro power plants. Luca O. answers it is about how to account for the way the energy is used and not the total amount of energy needed.
Thiery V. asks in case some NRAs disagree, what would be the next step. Uros G. (chair) answers that the NRAs will refer to ACER in case of disagreement. Marco P. (ARERA) informs about the timeline and that in June they will share information on the next steps and timeline.
Comment in chat:
EASE wants to voice some concerns regarding the applicability of the new requirements after 10 years on formerly qualified installations. EASE to contact Luca Ortolano via e-mail on this point.

7. Updates from DSO Entity
Florentien Benedict (DSO Entity) presents the updates from the DSO Entity, focusing on 5 topics.
1. Grid Forming Capabilities, guidance document: This document aims to assist DSOs assess the risk associated with accommodating grid forming power park modules within distribution systems. Topic has been presented to the GC ESC but in the future it will also influence the SO side.
2. On certification of EV, EV Supply Equipment and HPs, Florentien B. mentions there is a certification group focusing on this process and we should keep track of this regarding the SOGL amendment.
3. DSO Entity wrote a letter to the EC asking no further delays in the entry into force of CNC 2.0. Florentien B. highlights the importance of updated regulations.
4. Florentien B. communicates that DSO Entity has summarised all their inputs related to Grid Connection and is available for the stakeholders to comment if they wish. Slides include relevant information. Detailed material is available on the GC ESC websites
5. Last point relates to the EV definition. Florentien highlights that this is relevant for all vehicles beyond cars. DSO Entity has written a short document on clarifying the definition of EVs. It is intended as guidance for all stakeholders and reflects the DSO entity interpretation of the legal text. Documents were shared in advance of the meeting with stakeholders.
IFIEC wants to repeat the comments made to the GC ESC for the respective topics as elaborated in the minutes of the 19 March GC ESC (link). 
Cherry Y. asks whether DSO Entity is assessing already if there is any affected article in SO GL.
Florentien B. answers that so far this was not checked but it is something to be considered. 
Cherry Y. asks about the presentation related to EVs and Type B PGMs. Is there already an inconsistency with SOGL or is it highlighted to be checked?
Florentien B. responds that SOGL applies currently to Type B PGMs. Based on that one can think of EVs of Type B feeding in into the grid. Thus, Type B EV might be relevant to SOGL. It is proposed to account for this when start reviewing SOGL to see whether this is relevant. 
Tony Hearne (DSO Entity) presents the topic of Grid Forming Capabilities from DSO Entity perspective, elaborating on the document shared with the ESC in advance.
Uros G. (Chair) asks whether DSOs want to avoid islanding as a general principle or in the DSO Entity’s knowledge, are there any cases of planned islanding? 
Tony H. answers that to the knowledge of the DSO Entity there are very few cases where this has been proved to exist. They should be very few and relate to industrial sites possibly.
Uros G. (Chair) asks whether DSO Entity is aware of any public networks where the DSOs would consider islanding beneficial?
Tony H. responds that there might be one but no information readily available to share.
Uros G. (Chair) follows-up asking whether this possibility will be assessed in the future or it will never be allowed?
Tony H. It cannot be excluded that this might be the case in the future.
Michael Van Bossuyt (IFIEC) complements that industry already has examples of this and is already looking at this. It starts with the design, and this is possible but one of the issues is with the management as all elements should be exhaustively recorded and all protection schemes are in place. Industry goes in island mode to gain more time to securely stop operation.
Florentien: Looking forward to energy communities. There is so much congestion, for example in the NL, that there is motivation for energy communities to go into islanding to avoid the congestion.
Luca Guenzi (EU Turbines) confirms that their industry is aware of this happening and beyond the industry scale. 
No further comments received.

8. Wind Eclipse Project
Hanna Ljungberg (ENTSO-E) presents the updates related to the project.
Key objective to analyse and evaluate sudden and large swings in vRES infeed. Questionnaire was distributed to TSOs to get an understanding of the situation in Europe. Results were presented in slide 29. Majority of TSOs have experienced large changes and the identified root causes were negative prices in DA often combined with a support scheme, negative imbalance prices and reactive balancing, wildlife protection regulation to a limited extent.
Herve Biellmann (General Electric) is challenging that the number of TSOs participating is enough. Also comments the fact that existing reserves are covering for these events and questions this as these reserves are for unforeseen events.
Hanna L. will take this with the project team to answer the question. Hanna mentions that for some TSOs, these events were forecastable and anticipated in the DA market but for other TSOs this was not the case.
Herve Biellmann proposes that operational impact should be added to the results.
Hanna invites stakeholders to have a further look in the report for more information. If there are further questions, stakeholders can reach out to ENTSO-E for clarifications.
Thierry V. poses a question regarding the mitigation measures and ramping requirements. More information is asked regarding additional measures that need to be taken, for example with the increase of PVs.
Hanna L. mentions that this assessment is still in preliminary phase within the TSOs and ENTSO-E cannot provide answers now. 
No further comments received.
Actions:
· ENTSO-E to provide justification on why reserves were reported to being used for such events that are forecastable.
· ENTSO-E to provide answers to the question of Thierry V. regarding the question on mitigation measures and ramping requirements as RES installations increase. 

9. AOB
Laurent R. & Albino M. (ENTSO-E): An operational group is established at ENTSO-E to assess the event of solar eclipse and its impact. Impact can be around 26 GW. For Easter we want to coordinate to avoid risks of very low consumption and high amount of RES (mainly PVs).  The event of coinciding Orthodox and Catholic Easter will also have an impact. ENTSO-E will share the insights with stakeholders in the next meeting in June.
The scope will be mainly on balancing issues and not stability.

The Chair closes the meeting.


Council of European Energy Regulators ASBL
28 rue le Titien, 1000 Bruxelles
Arrondissement judiciaire de Bruxelles
RPM 0861.035.445
2/10
2

5

image1.jpeg




